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A.D.) ? The fragment of Papias quoted by
Eusebius, which is all we have, says nothing
about such a loss. Eusebius, who had the
whole work of Papias, says nothing. Iremeus,
who quotes from Papias, also says nothing.
Evidence is wanting for such a loss in Papias'*
time.

But it is still more difficult to believe that
it disappeared after Papias wrote, and before
Ireiicieus composed his great work against all
heresies. In the first place, Irenseus, far from
telling us of any such disappearance of the
genuine work of S. Mark, reckons our S. Mark
among the Four Gospels, th^authority of which,
he tells us, was so firmly established in the
Church that Catholic and heretic alike appealed
to them.

But a Gospel accepted by Papias could not be
superseded by a different vone during the life-
time of Iremeus without Irenseus's knowledge.
Iremeus came from the same district as Papias
(Western Asia Minor); he was a disciple of
Papias' Mend Polycarp, he had Papias' work
before him, he was in communication to the end
of his life with Western Asia Minor. How could
he help hearing of the substitution during his